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1st Asian Conference on Biocultural Diversity
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The first Asian Conference on the topic of
Biocultural diversity was held during October 27th
to 29th, 2016 at ‘Aenokaze’ in Wakura-Onsenm,
Nanao city as the main venue.

At the conference, there were over 500
participants from 37countries, including
researchers and related parties from international
intuition. The conference contained presentations
on Biocultural effort activity cases and discussions
on how to create a sustainable region using
biocultural resources. To finish the conference, the
2016 Ishikawa Declaration’ was been adapted to
anticipate the future promotion on conservation
and active use of biocultural diversity, having
Ishikawa prefecture as one of the model.

2016 Ishikawa Declaration on
Biocultural Diversity (Extract)

3. Recognize further the critical role that biocultural
diversity plays in achieving sustainable
development and in advancing the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable
Development Goals;

8. Recognize the importance of enhancing
mechanisms for learning opportunities, that
build the capacity of human resources, to
incorporate biocultural approaches in
sustainable development strategies and policies
in the Asian region;

I I.Commit to disseminate locally, nationally and
globally the outcomes of the Ist Asian
Conference on Biocultural Diversity, including
at the Thirteenth Meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD COP 13);

12.Encourage further elaboration and dissemination
of the cases, policies and concepts presented at
the Ist Asian Conference on Biocultural
Diversity, including Ishikawa Prefecture’s efforts
towards conservation and utilization of
satoyama-satoumi landscapes and seascapes,
through mutual learning platforms such as the
International Partnership for the Satoyama
Initiative and the UNESCO-SCBD Joint
Programme on the Links between Biological and
Cultural Diversity;
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What is Biocultural Diversity?

Biocultural diversity is the relation between the
diversity of nature and culture in a complex
socio-ecological adaptive system.The nature
component refers to the flora and fauna in their
natural habitat g_biodiversity), and the culture
component refers to the human lifestyle
developments influenced by the surrounding
ecosystems, including food, clothing, housing,
language, religion and arts (cultural diversity).

An example of this integration of nature with
human intervention are rice paddies and
waterways maintained by local communities.
The cultural norm of rice paddy upkeep
provides the locals with food resources and at
the same time creates ideal conditions for
various creatures in the local ecosystem to
thrive.

In Japan, such examples of cultural lifestyle
blending with nature are more commonly found
in rural villages, however due to numerous
factors this harmonious link between nature
and culture is under threat.

To maintain and counteract the loss of
biodiversity and cultural diversity, a number of
measures have been established by the global
community such as the Convention on
Biological Diversity and the Convention for the
safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural heritage.
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Why is Biocultural Diversity Important?

Humankind’ s coexistence with nature helps
provide natural resource sustainability and
contributes to regional development. Without
factoring in the environmental costs from
production and consumption patterns that
focus on economic gain, there is a great danger
that there will be detrimental effects to human
welfare.

Thus, it is necessary to promote biocultural
diversity through regional developments that
encompass local industries, planning, and
environmental education, placing an importance
on the link between nature and culture, and the
balance between utilization and conservation.

Local Issues on Biocultural Diversity

The loss of biocultural diversity is evident even
in areas where there have been a firm
relationship between nature and traditional
culture.

In rural areas in Japan, continuous depopulation
makes it harder for local industries and
heritages to be passed on to subsequent
Eenerations. Furthermore, changes in lifestyles

ave created problems in the maintenance of
traditional way of life and local culture, which
consequentll have caused changes to the
ecosystems. A combination of these factors
result in a loss of biocultural resources
inherited for generations with some facing
extinction.

In order to reverse this negative cycle, a new
regional development model needs to be
created which will be commercially attractive
and at the same time, enhances the
conservation and effective use of natural and
cultural local resources through human
intervention.

*Reference
Linking Biological and Cultural Diversity
UNESCO-SCBD Programme
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