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ON THE MEANINGS OF ANIMAL FEELING CONNECTED
WITH JAPANESE MONKEY LORE AMONG PEOPLE
(Monkey Lores at TSUE and HIDARITSUBUTE Villages along

the Upper Dainichi River)
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Summary

On the 27th June 1976, author visited Hidaritsubute village of Torigoe-mura in Ishikawa Prefecture,
and collected some informations on the traditional Animal Feeling in Japanese monkey lore. The tremen-
dous changes of social structures had occured in this area and people had already lost many old customs
in livings. The author could hear some lores on monkey including hunting methods and medical uses of
monkey in regional and traditional ways.

The attitudes of people against wild Japanese monkeys appeared around villages in old days show
some antagonistic relationships between man and monkey.

People would try with their efforts to chase wild Japanese monkey from their own farmyard. The
author could compare interesting differentiations on characteristics for Japanese monkey lore in the vil-
lages along the Dainichi River, with other villages.

“Saruko”, monkey doll, made of clothes and cotton for religion and festivals, had many local names
in several parts of the areas at the foot of Mt.Hakusan.

It is very important to consider the meanings of animal feelings and names of Saruko connected with
people’s lives and cultural communications. But to recognize the religious costoms of Saruko was very
hard in present situations.

Dweller’s lives and animal feelings of people are so much in deep contacts, that four informants had
‘been observed well with sharp eyes on wild Japanese monkey. In this paper, author reports about four
points.

1. Special feelings to Japanese monkey in Hidaritsubute.

2. Attitudes and way keeping off wild monkey in the field farmyard.

3. Huntings, eatings and medical use of Japanese monkey.

4. Some religious informations from old informants gathered at Tsue and Hidaritsubute at this time,

author analyzed the meanings of lores and standing points of villages mind for Nature and animals
in historical changes.
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